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How do governments distribute power? 

Unitary Confederation Federal 
Power is held by one central authority. 

The central authority has all the power to 

make laws and decisions for the people. 

Voluntary association of independent 

states that    make their own laws and 

decisions, but are loosely aligned to a 

weak central government 

 Have some common purpose 

 Agree to certain limitations on their 

freedom 

 States maintain considerable 

independence 

Power to make laws and decisions for 

the people is SHARED between a 

central authority and regional authorities 
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Examples of unitary governments 

South Korea, Kenya, France, Italy, 

Japan 

 

Examples of confederation governments 

European Union 

British Commonwealth of Nations 

Examples of federal governments 

United States, Mexico, Brazil, Australia 
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